Paignton Photographic Club
Paignton Photographic Club has been bringing photographers together since 1958. While photography has changed enormously over the years, the Club has continued to evolve with it, embracing new technologies and techniques while maintaining the enjoyment of photography at its heart.
Our membership includes photographers with a wide range of experience, interests and abilities. Whether you are just discovering photography or have many years of experience, you will find people who share your enthusiasm and are happy to exchange ideas, knowledge and inspiration.
Paignton Photographic Club is affiliated with the Western Counties Photographic Federation (WCPF) and, through the Federation, the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB). These affiliations connect the Club with the wider photographic community and provide opportunities for members to take part in regional and national competitions, events and other photographic activities.
Club Meetings
We meet on Monday evenings from the end of September through to the end of April at:
Palace Avenue Methodist Church Hall
(rear entrance of the church)
Meetings run from 7:30pm to 9:30pm, with a tea and coffee break at approximately 8:30pm.
Throughout the season we offer a varied programme including visiting speakers, guest judges, competitions, practical sessions, demonstrations and member evenings.
Members are encouraged to share their photography through Club meetings, competitions, Facebook, and our monthly Review Group. Participation is always encouraged but never forced, the Club is here to help you enjoy and develop your photography at your own pace.
A Club for Everyone
We pride ourselves on maintaining a relaxed, friendly and supportive atmosphere where photographers can learn from one another.
Whether your interest is in digital photography, prints, Audio Visual presentations, landscapes, wildlife, portraits, street photography or simply taking better photographs, there will usually be someone within the Club willing to offer advice, encouragement and inspiration.
Most importantly, photography should be enjoyable.
Visitors
Visitors are always welcome and may attend their first club meeting for free. There is a small charge of £3.00 per meeting for a further two club meetings, giving visitors the opportunity to experience the Club, meet our members and discover whether Paignton Photographic Club is right for them.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Club Outings
Regular Club outings take place throughout the year, including during the summer months when the Club is not formally in session. These outings provide an excellent opportunity to develop photographic skills in a relaxed environment while getting to know fellow members. Whether you are new to photography or have years of experience, everyone is encouraged to come along and enjoy photographing a variety of locations and subjects.
Club Diplomas
Achieving a Club Diploma is a significant accomplishment and recognises a member's photographic development and commitment. The Diploma demonstrates that the member has reached a recognised standard within the Club, and many members find that the experience and confidence gained encourages them to work towards external distinctions awarded by organisations such as the Royal Photographic Society (RPS) and the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB).
The Review Group
The Review Group is an informal gathering that meets regularly on evenings separate from the main Club programme. It provides a friendly, supportive, and non-competitive environment where members can share their photographs, receive constructive feedback, and develop their skills.
The group also explores the work of influential photographers, photographic styles and movements, and occasionally undertakes themed photographic challenges. Prospective members are very welcome to attend, and current members are encouraged to bring a friend.
Advice and Assistance
Photography is a continual learning journey, and help is always available. Members seeking advice on photographic techniques, camera equipment, image editing, competitions, or any other aspect of photography are encouraged to speak to any member of the Club. If they cannot answer your question directly, they will happily introduce you to someone who can.
One of the Club's greatest strengths is the willingness of its members to share their knowledge and experience. Never hesitate to ask, we all learn from one another


Notes on Competitions
All fully paid-up members are encouraged to take part in the Club's competitions. Competitions are held throughout the season and may be for Digital Projected Images (DPIs), Prints, or Audio Visual (AV) presentations.
Each competition has a maximum number of entries permitted per member. Some competitions are based on a specific theme, designed to inspire or challenge your photography, for example, Urban Landscape. Others are "Open" competitions, allowing photographs on any subject.
The Club runs two main types of competition:
Section Competitions
Four Section Competitions are held each season. To ensure fair judging and encourage progression, members compete within one of three groups:
· Group B – For members who are new to photography or new to photographic competitions.
· Group A – For more experienced members or those promoted from Group B.
· Group A1 – For members promoted from Group A who have demonstrated a consistently high standard of work.
New Members and Group Placement
New members wishing to enter Club competitions will normally begin in Group B. However, members joining from another photographic club, or those who feel their previous competition experience or standard of photography would make Group A more appropriate, are encouraged to speak to the Chairperson.
Examples of their work may be submitted for consideration so that they can be placed in the most appropriate group. This helps to maintain a fair and balanced competition, particularly for those members who are genuinely new to competitive photography.
Promotion and Demotion
Competition groups are reviewed at the end of each season to maintain a fair balance and provide opportunities for members to progress.
Top two 


members who perform consistently be promoted to the next group.
Members in Group A or Group A1 who do not enter any Section Competitions during the season will normally move down one group for the following season: from A1 to A, or from A to B.
Where all members of Group A1 have participated during the season, the three members with the lowest overall points totals will move to Group A for the following season.
Each image entered earns one point. Additional points are awarded for images placed 1st to 6th, together with Highly Commended awards. Points are accumulated throughout the season, and trophies are presented at the Annual Awards Evening to the highest-scoring member in each group.

Trophy Competitions
Trophy Competitions are stand-alone events that are open to all members, regardless of group. In these competitions, every entry is judged together, with all members competing on equal terms for the respective trophy.
Preparing Images for Competitions
Image Content
All competition entries must originate from photographs taken by you. You must own the copyright to every element within the image, and any editing or creative work must have been carried out by you or under your direct supervision.
The use of clipart, downloaded textures, third-party borders, or elements taken from another photographer's work is not permitted.
Tools such as content-aware fill, healing, cloning, patching, and object removal may be used, provided any replacement image data is derived entirely from your own original photograph. These tools must not introduce image content from external sources.
The following section explains the Club's policy regarding Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its use in competition entries.
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
The Club supports the use of digital editing techniques that enhance a photograph captured by the photographer. However, images generated or materially altered using Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) are not permitted in Club competitions.
Generative AI tools create new image content by drawing on data from outside the original photograph. As a result, features such as Generative Fill, Scene Extension, AI-generated backgrounds, object replacement, and similar technologies are not permitted.
Editing tools that use information contained entirely within the original photograph, such as cloning, healing, patching, or content-aware removal, are acceptable, provided they do not introduce image data from external sources.
AI-powered enhancement tools that improve the quality of an existing image without adding new content are permitted. These include features such as AI Denoise, AI Sharpening, and AI Upscaling. As a general principle, these tools should enhance the photograph rather than change its content, and the finished image should remain a faithful representation of the original capture.
Competition entries must comply with the Club's competition guidelines. Entries that do not meet these requirements may be rejected.
By entering Club competitions or sharing images on the Club's Facebook page, members agree that their photographs may be selected to represent Paignton Photographic Club in external competitions. Such competitions are likely to have similar entry requirements and eligibility rules.
Image Use
Except for the competitions listed below, an image may only be entered into a Club competition once.
To ensure fairness, an image may not be entered if the same photograph—or one that is substantially similar and taken at the same time—has already been entered into a previous Club competition.
The only exceptions are the Dyment Trophy and Poulson Cup (Print and Digital Image of the Year). These competitions allow images that have been entered previously, provided they were taken within the 15 months preceding the competition date.
PhotoEntry System
PhotoEntry is a web-based system used by Paignton Photographic Club to manage entries for digital and print competitions.
The system makes entering competitions straightforward by handling image submissions, checking file sizes and formats, recording entries, and maintaining competition results and scores.
Preparing Digital Projected Images (DPIs)
Images for Club competitions must be submitted through PhotoEntry. When uploading your images, the system will check that they meet the competition requirements, including image dimensions, colour space, and the permitted number of entries.
Digital images are projected within a maximum landscape screen area of:
1600 pixels wide × 1200 pixels high
Images do not have to fill these dimensions. Portrait and square-format images are perfectly acceptable, although they will naturally occupy less of the projected screen.
Images larger than the permitted dimensions will be automatically resized by PhotoEntry. However, members are encouraged to resize their own images before submission to retain greater control over image quality and sharpening.
Images must:
· Be saved in JPEG (JPG) format
· Use the sRGB colour space
· Not exceed 1600 × 1200 pixels
Image Titles
PhotoEntry will automatically number images for the competition. The title you enter when submitting your photograph is the title that will appear on screen during judging.
Please use only letters A–Z and numbers 0–9 in image titles and avoid special characters.
Changing an Entry
Images may be replaced or changed through PhotoEntry at any time before the competition closing date.
Closing dates are normally midnight on the published deadline, after which entries cannot be changed or added.
Preparing Prints
For Print Competitions, a digital version of each print must also be uploaded to PhotoEntry. The system will assign a sequence number to each entry, which must then be written on the back of the mounted print.
Each print should be mounted securely on suitable card or mount board. The maximum mount size is 50cm × 40cm.
To protect both your own print and those of other members, please cover the exposed back of the print with card. Avoid using masking tape, Sellotape, or similar adhesive tapes, as these can peel away and potentially damage other members' prints.
Labelling Your Print
Clearly write the following on the back of the mount:
· PhotoEntry sequence number
· Image title
· Membership number
Please position this information so that it also clearly indicates the correct viewing orientation of the image. This is particularly important with photographs where the intended orientation may not be immediately obvious and ensures that your print is displayed correctly for judging.
Submitting Your Print
A print cannot be accepted unless a corresponding digital image has been uploaded to PhotoEntry.
Prints are normally collected at the Monday Club meeting two weeks prior to the competition. Please ensure that both your PhotoEntry submission and mounted print are completed by the published closing date.
Preparing Audio Visual (AV) Entries
The Club holds a trophy competition specifically for Audio Visual presentations—the Mason Trophy.
AV entries may combine photographs, video, music, narration, or other audio to create a complete presentation.
Unlike DPI and Print competitions, AV entries are not submitted through PhotoEntry.
 

Entries should:
· Be saved in a commonly supported video format, such as MP4, AVI, MOV, or WMV
· Have a maximum file size of 2GB
· Be sent to paigntondpicomp@gmail.com using WeTransfer or a similar file-transfer service
Please ensure your presentation has been fully exported and tested before submission, including checking that both picture and sound play correctly.
External Competitions
Throughout the year, Paignton Photographic Club takes part in a variety of external competitions, giving members the opportunity to have their work represent the Club against photographers from across Devon and the wider region.
All members are welcome and encouraged to attend these events and support the Club.
Inter-Club Battles
The Club regularly competes against other local photographic clubs in friendly inter-club competitions, often referred to as Battles. These include:
· Paul Stevens Trophy – a three-way competition between Paignton, Torbay, and Newton Abbot photographic clubs.
· Kingsbridge Battle – our annual competition with Kingsbridge & District Camera Club.
· Devon Battle – involving a number of photographic clubs from across Devon.
These competitions provide an enjoyable opportunity to see photography from other clubs, meet fellow photographers, and represent Paignton Photographic Club.
Western Counties Photographic Federation (WCPF)
The Club also regularly participates in competitions organised by the Western Counties Photographic Federation (WCPF). These include:
· Digital Projected Image Competition – a selection of eighteen images representing each club.
· Photographic Print Competition – a selection of fifteen prints representing each club.
· Kingswood Salver – a panel of five themed prints submitted by each participating club.
· Knightshayes Trophy – an individual print competition based on a theme chosen by the WCPF President.
· WCPF Audio Visual Competition – an opportunity for individual members to enter their AV presentations.
Further information about WCPF competitions, including current rules and dates, can be found on the WCPF website.
Selection of Club Images
To represent the Club in external and inter-club competitions, a selection of members' photographs is required. This is coordinated by the Club's Selection Committee.
Throughout the season, the Committee identifies photographs that may be suitable for representing the Club. These may be selected from images entered into Club competitions or shared through the Club's Facebook page.
Promising images are noted and shortlisted for consideration when suitable external competitions arise. Members may also be approached and invited to submit additional photographs for consideration.
Having an image shortlisted does not necessarily mean that it will be used, as the final selection will depend upon the requirements, subject matter, and rules of each competition.
Representing the Club is an achievement, and members at every level are encouraged to submit and share their work throughout the season.
Website and Online Information
The Paignton Photographic Club website contains information about the Club, our programme, competitions, activities, and other useful resources. It is updated regularly throughout the year.
Paignton Photographic Club
www.paigntonphotographyclub.co.uk
The Club also uses Facebook and WhatsApp to share news, reminders, outings, programme changes, and other up-to-date information.
Winning and selected images from Club competitions may also be displayed on the Club website, Facebook page, YouTube, and is archived on Flicker, providing an opportunity to showcase members' photography.
Further Photographic Resources
Both the Western Counties Photographic Federation (WCPF) and Royal Photographic Society (RPS) organise competitions, exhibitions, talks, workshops, and other photographic events throughout the year. Members are encouraged to explore their websites and event diaries.
Western Counties Photographic Federation (WCPF)
www.thewcpf.com
Royal Photographic Society (RPS)
www.rps.org
The Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB) also provides information and resources relating to camera clubs and photographic societies throughout the UK.
Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB)
www.thepagb.org.uk
Photographers' Rights
Members interested in learning more about their rights when photographing people or working in public places may find the following resources useful:
Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB)
www.thepagb.org.uk
Institute of Photography – Your Rights as a Photographer
www.institute-of-photography.com/your-rights-as-a-photographer
Members should remember that circumstances can vary, particularly when photographing on private property, at organised events, or where specific restrictions are in place. If in doubt, seek current guidance before photographing.
Data Protection Policy
Paignton Photographic Club takes the privacy and protection of members' personal information seriously and complies with its obligations under the Data Protection Act 2018 and applicable UK data protection legislation.
A copy of the Club's Privacy Policy is available on the Club website.
Club Constitution
The management and administration of Paignton Photographic Club are governed by the Club Constitution, which sets out the framework under which the Club operates.
A current copy of the Constitution is will be on the Club website by the end of 2026.
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